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Firm Principal Average Firm wide Firm wide Partner Partner Partner Partner Associate Associate Associate Associate 
Name or Largest fill-time Average Median Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing 

Office equivalent Billing Billing Rate: Rate: Rate: Rate: Rate: Rate: Rate: Rate: 
Attorneys Rate High Low Average Median High Low Average Median 

Best Best Riverside, 195 $358 $360 $575 $275 $417 $420 $375 $205 $265 $240 
& CA ($550) ($31 0) ($395) ($225) 
Krieger 

Knobbe, Irvine, 268 $439 $415 $735 $415 $525 $500 $495 $295 $346 $345 
Martens, CA ($432) ($415) ($71 0) ($395) ($511) ($485) ($450) ($285) ($322) ($335) 
Olson & 
Bear 

Manatt, Los 322 $602 $620 $850 $540 $676 $670 $550 $215 $464 $500 
Phelps & Angeles, ($568) ($590) ($850) ($525) ($651) ($650) ($525) ($200) ($405) ($410) I 

Phillips CA 

Sheppard, Los 465 $860 $505 $635 $275 
Mullin, Angeles, ($820) ($495) ($620) ($270) 
Ritcher & CA 
Hampton 

* Billing Rates in RED are from the 20 I 0 NLJ Billing Survey 
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Name or Largest fill-time Average Median Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing Billing 
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The 2011 Law Firm Billing Survey 
It appears that modest annual billing rate increases are here to stay. For the third year in a row, law firms 
showed restraint with hourly rate increases, inching up at a rate only slightly higher than inflation in many 
cases. 

December 19,2011 
It appears that modest annual billing rate increases are here to stay. For the third year in a row, Law firms 
showed restraint with hourly rate increases, inching up at a rate only slightly higher than inflation in many 
cases. The average firmwide billing rate, which combines partner and associate rates, increased by 4.4 percent 
during 2011, according to The National Law Journals annual Billing survey. That followed on the heels of a 
2.7 percent increase in 2010 and a 2.5 percent increase in 2009- all of which paled in comparison to the go
go, prerecession days when firms could charge between 6 and 8 percent more each year. 

etore the recession, I think we had a seller's market," said Altman W eil consultant Ward Bower. 
"There was so much demand that law firms were in the driver's seat and could get what they wanted. Clients are 
in the driver's seat now, and they aren't going to pay those increases. They're exerting much more control over 
pricing, strategy and staffing decisions." 

BY THE NUMBERS 

A nationwide sampling of law firm billing rates 
We asked the respondents to our 2011 survey ofthe nation's 250 largest law firms to provide a range ofhourly 
billing rates. 

Firms report using alternatives to the billable hour 
Law firms report on the percentages of revenue obtained through variations on the billable hour and true 
alternatives. 

Firms report their billing rates by associate class 
A sampling of hourly rates charged by law firms that establish billing rates based on associate class. 

FURTHER READING: See last year's survey. 
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BILLING SURVE . 

A SPECIAL REPORT 

Ffmlllride l Pat1ner Partner Partner i Associate Associate Assoc!Dta ,._; 

Finn Na.me Average Median j Billing 1 llilllno Bllflng ' a..,. ..., """' ~ Bllliog _ BilUng Rate: Rate: 1 Rate: ~ate: Rate: -; 

1:~ ~!" High low lil9h . :.., \;~:-"" c:, ~Jver~ .!"" "' 
Baker. I 
Donelson. Memphis, I 
Bearman, 527 $311 $310 $595 $250 $357 $345 S315 I $160 S22B~ 

Caldwell& Tenn. 

1 Berl:oWitz 

.-
~~Sis~~& 
=l<ffiigir - -53.60".. :~$5'7.5 =:· 

I 
1 Briggs ana Minneapolis I $62~ Mufgan 

-~ .- ::' 

- _$180 Sa3"5' 

BlyanCM st. Louis 90S $475 $565 S!i40 $200 S356 

... 
But!el LOijgo- O'ef{ol! f~fi SV.QO S32, 

Carlton Tampa, Fta. 270 $1115 i $320 $470 $470 $380 $195 $262~ 
Fields 

~30 

Day l'lllley Parsipj!any, 324 $447 $537 $.525 S317 NJ. 
,.., ,..._., 
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Finn Name 

Day Pitney 

I Olcl!:stein 
Shapfrc 

.:-olosmori:& 
Sh'otll ~-

Duane 
Morris 

Epstein 

• Principal or 
. Largest 

omce 

' 

T-~~ ~ 

•• i::::t::.-

Pa{sippany, 
N.J. 

• Wast\lngton 

Setk&t& ! NewYork 
Green 

, Average full. · Filmwide flrmwide ~ Partrn!r P artnef Partner 
lime A'terage Media:n Billing BilllnQ Biling 
equivalent BHiino , BliUqg Rate: 
~'!~~we• g·"to . -E' P_!tl:l HiM 

...J._ - ~ 

Rate: ' Rate: 
1-i\u.• ! ~ uDN~~no .... :~ - . . 

324 $447 

335 l 5560 
i 

l 

S550 S1006 , $540 , I , 5680 

$615 I $1120 l 5530 S747 

' 
$875 ! $375 ' $575 

Partner 
Billing 
Rate: 
'~<>Iii•"' 

5670 

$730 

$570 

Associate Assoc ate ~te.li 
Billing Billin!l . Bi!Ung 

. Rate: ; Rate: . Rate: 
~ "''""''""" ~-7!..~~ 

$545 5225 $~ 

L 

S730 5508 

$53Q ' 
! 

s22s I 

l 

S350 I S519 ! $500 1 !550 1 '$1'95 j 5341" 
I 
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Average Y- FinnWide FimJWide Partner . Partner . Partner · Partner Associate Associate Assodll ~~ 
Principal or 8 -· 

Firm Name Largest time Average Medan Billing . iJillq t Billing 6illfn9 8illing Bi~ BiUing 

Office equivalent ann no .~llif'l!l Rate: Rate: · Rate: Rate: Rat.e: R!tle: "ate: 
~ _;,;;~ t" ~.:~ ~\I'C g,.,.,. D''" Lllnto ln:ur ,UIIIIiAn Lll~ J..patr '-"".~~ 

Fi~e.trU:t~ -. :· ~. i -·!; ~~-. _:; ~~5:: 
·cella( ~· -~.;;.- ,j :E-_~..,.:". 

~crt>:':: ~ ~ 1~8 5730 sl{~ S275 
r-~ 

~;!!~rf&' o 7 ,1Je 
"'! .. ;::. 

'Strnro ! 
~ "?.i.' 

~ .~ !) .. _J~ L __:_$-

fox Philadelphia 450 S413 $420 S725 $325 $486 ' $483 $455 $190 S297 
Rolhscllild t : 

! 
~-_''t;"'"~~ ~- - . . ' 

~ 

~ 

i.ro§tllr.®m 
~ 

iH-_ ~ - -A~ 

ftSu :. .. ~;_' Clr~Cf.nnan. _:;._ · ~ ~.,!101 $2·9& 5295 ' :S5,15 ! S_34tr $255 
-'if~· ;~;~ :!"" :~~ "' -a:~ ,?g '!'"&. 

."1:.;- ,..,T~~.- ~ ~ - " 4 
; Gardei& I 

I 
' i 

SJ25s 
i WjMe oanas 265 $435 $45\l $815 $38.1} $550 $551} I $500 $225 I 

Sewell 

~ .. ;:-. ~z -~~ 
.... . --:.;. -;~ 

199' :-- ~0 ~450 SJ>2S S4Qo sapo. 
·~ " - ~ -. 

Harris ! Roell ester, I 
i 176 $39{} $275 $250 I S160 Beach N.Y. 

' ~· 
_ !'otk:L 
-. B'frtt~ 

~'iacu'se. 

• 
i Hodgson I 
' Bulfalo, N.Y. $885 S24tl $378 $360 $420 $180 $234 Russ 

_$520 

l New York 300 S633 $615 $828 I $000 ~ $695 $270 $533 
L j 

>';: 
--; - -- - - _.!I 

t O , ,.,.. • •• + o I "'li n"•• 
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Flrm tlame 

Hughes 
Hubbard & 
Reed 

Jades on 
Kelty 

~'-=ka~a· 
- 1 
$~oler 

KelleyOrye 
&VI!arren 

}

~o'o~e. 
Mart'&ns. 
·olson_& 
~Bear- -

Principal or 
Largest 
Offfte 

NewYcnk 

Charleston, 
W.Va. 

New YO!!< 

t Lane Powell 1 Seattle 

leWis, Rice 
& Rngersh ' St. LOlliS 

Average tuu. 
. lime 

equi>Jalent 
A·"nnu>uc,.-

300 

· Flrmwide 
. Average 
' Bllnng 

O•to· 

$633 

'351 - i341 

._.. 

170 $275 

321 $474 

152 $275 

Firmwlde 
Mechn 
BlUing 
Jl.:af<> 

Partner 1 Partner 
Billing Billing 
Rate: Rate: 
IJinh '"'" 

$515 $990 5625 

$275 ! S505 

$400 I $925 $4BO 

$470 S270 

~-._ 

PartDer 
Billing 

• Rate: 
J 1\ua-r.tno 

$828 

$634 

$460 

. 
' S390' 

' Partner 
8llliftq 
Rate: 
Uorll;on 

i800 

S190 

$325 

: 
5al5 

$645 

S500 

Associate Associate Associate {t 
Bining I Bi!Hng BlUing 
R8te: Rate: Rate: 
l.linh 

S695 

S425 

S260 I 

$595 

I I'MJI 

S2.70 

S175 

S155 

':".·.,..., 

"lfb 
. r 

$275 

$150 

S533 

S208 

·s~oo 

"Hi_, -I 
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Finn Name 

Mana11, 
Phetps& 
Pllillif}s 

M!Uer& 
Maron 

PriRCipal or 
Largest 
Office 

Los Angeles 

·~~~ 

Nelsoli., 
ulllils Rile\'_ 

' &. • 
. :s-~rnorough 

Nexsan Columbia, 
Pruet S.C. 

Average full. 
. time 

equivalent 
Attnmouc• 

322 

184 

178 

$602 

$472 

$313 

S620 S85G S540 $!)75 S670 

I 

$455 $800 $405 $562 I $540 

5325 S610 ! $240- $369 $375 
i 

$550 5235 

$550 

$510 

$265 

Associate Associate ~ 
BiUing BlJliOO 
Rate: ! Rate: 
I nur J~A._uorAttG 

-,~ -i£io . ·~~: 
"i¥'.;;
l--~~~~ 

S215 $464 

$215 $374 
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Prtncipal or 
Firm Name Largest 

" Oftice .. . -
Ffattoo -~ 

,- B.oggs~ --..... 

Pepper 
Hamilton 

Phelps 
Dtmhar 

Polsl~'ellf 
~ S~UQllark 

Philadelphia 

NewOtleans 

Saul E\'iing , Philadelphia 

I Seyfaflll 
Shaw 

Sne~Rard, 
"ultrn. 

_"Rlchter& 
~Ramp!on· 

ShumaKer. 
Loop& 
Kendrick 

Toledo, Ohio 

Average fuU
Ume 
equivalent 

-~"""'"""'' 

Flnnwide Firmwide Partner 
Average Median . Silting 
Billing ~ BillinQ Rate: 

-L 
9"'~ -.~ p:at~· 

- __ .,. 
Partner Par1ner Partner Associate Associate Associate ~ 
Billing 

1 
Billing Billing Billil1!1 Billing BiDing 

Rale: Rat.e: Rate: : Rate: Rate: Rate: 

"--6 

~ ·~>:12 -- - s54{., · :-Ej,.JO 
-:..r ... 

• ."~ - .A""'WI" Ua,.:tl!>n U~lr --~~-'i_i:._, -~J!OJ':Jlno 
}419 ~~~9 , ~ "' S6if6k ~- ~5,70· -""S24(t- ., 10 

~59 $825 mo 

'--~~ ~1,5 
, 

·S285-
~=~- /'J~. 

280 $236 S225 $465 5190 

$431 $450 $750 $350 

$355 
i 

20S $345 ' :S365 $555 $265 

$557 

S55o ~.:. s~· 
..:;; ---~- ~·o:..-

I 
$281 I S275 

$490 

$528 $525 ' 

$364 $175 

~ 

S460 $235 

S24~ 5150 

5495 $245 

I 
$505 I $225 

$.32{) I $195 ! 

$189 ' 

S326 

S608 

S252 

' =-
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• ..,,. ... . _ ..... -I - ··-- - -· 

Principal or A•teraqe lull- Finnwide fmnwide Partner Partner Partner Partner Associate Associate Associate -~ 
; FlrmName Largest . time Average Median Billing Billing Billing . Billing : 8ilfing - Billing BUfing 

Office equivalent Billing Blllng Rate.: Rate: Rate: Rate: Rate: · Rate: Rate: 
~-- ' i\lfi\!TI4Ue' g_.,f .. -f.r- ~~·0 ~illh ,......,, 1\ua.ns.M " ~Otti:OI)' "'-'~·~< l l\\11 

1 At~or:v.o-
"f!lfl'\ilton ~. 

-~0::4=:_~ 
:1-· f -. 

.~~ ~-: 

Shumaker. 
Loop& Tol&dG. Ohio 208 $345 $365 S555 $265 $364 $375 $32.!} $195 $252 
Kendrick i 

s.Js~ ~ 1fts_·. S625 - ..• &tSo·r -~::-'ssoo' -- "37F 
373 S320 $4St §.1fl5.-. S292 

~ zr±~ · .. - -- -:z:;-~- ~~ ~3+-- - r-
Strasburger Dallas 181 5363 $362 5630 S211 S395 

: $397 I 
5332 S199 $250: &Price 

I 
j I 

I 
'-
~~ .. . -
~ 

- '::$59~ .t' 
~$595 

':'h~-

I ' 
Thampson i i 
Coburn St. Louis 325 S750 I 5315 $445 I 5195 

1 l~9 S280 5260: 

-7 

I 
Vedder Price l Chicago ' 246 $445 $445 $735 $295 $490 $520 S26.5 j S345 

S'3~S~ 
- :"~ 
-~~ 

'o'\li'n~tealJ $680 o· SZ15 'SJQ$ 

Winston& I 

Strawn Chicago 868 S557 $550 $1130 5580 $700 1 
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